BY H.E. SIR HENRY DOBBS, K.CS.L, ETC.
High Commissioner for the Iraq

On 22nd December, 1922,1 arrived in Bagdad to take up
the newly created poSt of Counsellor to the High Com-
missioner, with the prospeft of succeeding Sir Percy Cox
when, as was understood, he retired in the ensuing year.
The prospeft was not a firm one, since it was possible that,
as a result of the deliberations of the British Cabinet, there
might shortly be no High Commissioner to succeed. Almost
immediately on my arrival, Sir Percy Cox was summoned to
London to assist in those deliberations, and he left Bagdad by
air on i9th January, 1923. He did not again take an aftive
part in the general work of the High Commissioner, returning
only to announce the new policy of the British Government,
to sign the Protocol of the Treaty necessitated by the change,
and to prepare for his final departure on leave, which took
place on 3rd May, 1923.

On taking up the work of High Commissioner in January,
1923,1 found that all hope of holding an early dle&ion for the
Constituent Assembly had vanished, while the Turkish threat
on the north was growing more insistent The first Lausanne
Conference was on the verge of collapse. In Sulaimaniya the
newly restored Sheikh Mahmud was already showing signs
of revolt. The mass of the people of Iraq were silent, showing
that strange and admirable restraint with which Oriental
peoples await the fulfilment of the purposes of God; but
unshakeable through all had been their belief .(dimmed only
for a time in the murk of the years succeeding the war) in the
generosity and high purpose of Great Britain towards weaker
peoples.

^Sir Percy Cox returned on the jjift March, 1923, bringing
with him the result of the deliberations of the British Govern-
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